
I have come to the conclusion that our language needs to change. For years I have pondered Creation Care,
Stewardship of the Earth and Going Green. It would seem that I would be excited about them; they are, after all, doing
important  work that I firmly believe in. But something about the terminology hasn’t sat well, and I couldn’t come up with a
replacement until last spring, when I finally understood why these terms don’t work for me.

Each of  these terms keeps us at the center. To play these terms out in the order they are above looks something like
this. It is we who care for another object, creation, which we are removed from. We are the stewards and therefore get to
decide how important a given thing is as a resource for our benefit and purposes. Green is what we do because “we are in
trouble just now,” and we’d better do this in order to survive. Each of  these terms in a different way has us, the human
community, at the center.

In regard to the importance of  language and how it guides our actions, I offer a parallel. In the 17th century, Galileo
proposed that the Earth was not at the center of the universe but that it, and thus we, revolved around the Sun. That didn’t
go over well at the time, and I wonder if its significance has yet penetrated our language. Even though we know we are not
the center, we continue to use terms such as sunrise and sunset that reinforce the notion that we are at the center. I dare say
that we, myself  included, continue to live as if  we are at the center of  it all. Our language determines and precedes our
actions. Ralph Waldo Emerson summed it up well, “Thought is the blossom; language the bud; action the fruit behind it.”

I realize that a change in our language about our relationship to Earth brings out questions, one being, If Jesus said
nothing about our relationship with Earth, why should we care about this? That deserves much more attention than a
newsletter can provide, but I offer the following. As I read the Gospels, Christ’s message centers on four core themes. 1)
God is central and our relationship to God is primary 2) right relationships that honor the goodness of God created in each
individual 3) prioritizing 1 and 2 often means working against cultural and religious dictates, norms, and trends. 4) God’s love
is moving and accessible as we live fully in the present moment. Though Christ may not have talked about Earth advocacy
issues as we do today, it seems Christ understood that the world in which we live is rife with metaphors that teach us of
God’s love. Given the above, would we not as Christians want to design our relationship with Earth in such a way that
preserves all that God has designed?

And so I come back to the word communion. Yes, I know it was the theme of  last year’s annual report, but I also
alluded to the fact that it was a word connecting with me personally as well. Not only does communion speak of
attentiveness, gratitude, commitment, and sacrifice, it also requires a radical withness that acknowledges God’s revelation in all
that God has created. It is time we moved from the center of the table to our rightful place.

It is also time for me to leave as the Executive Director of Wilderness Wind. My passion for this organization and its
work continues even while my personal life calls me elsewhere. I firmly believe that Wilderness Wind works at the core of  the
gospel message, and I believe that just as in Bible times, God calls us to the wilderness to help set our lives round right. I pray
that many continue to join Wilderness Wind in its mission and calling.

This is my 50th year. Yes, I just acknowledged that in public. I am therefore calling the year ahead my year of  Jubilee.
This is not because I am jubilant to be liberated from Wilderness Wind, nor will my gardens lie fallow. It is because I believe
the Bible provides a powerful word and practice for decentralizing, realigning, and restoring our lives and the lives of others,
including Earth. I will likely write a blog or two before I leave Wilderness Wind, and I hope to stay in touch with many of
you. May your journeys also include restoration as you draw closer to the deep love of God.

- Kathy Landis, Executive Director
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...each of us is a living system within a greater living system, connected to each
other in more ways than we can fathom.  -Paul H. Ray and Sherry Ruth Anderson
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The End of  the Portage: A Fond Farewell to our Executive Director

Executive Director Search

As we approach another Wilderness Wind season, we find
ourselves in a time of  significant, yet exciting transition.  Kathy’s
departure leaves us with huge shoes to fill, but she also leaves us
with energy and vision for this next phase in our journey as a camp.
She will be sorely missed, but her legacy will live on, and the
mission of  the camp, which she was instrumental in shaping, will be
carried forward by the board and continuing staff  and volunteers.

We are excited and pleased to announce that Aubrey Helmuth Miller has accepted the position of  Interim
Director for the 2012 season.  Aubrey has significant experience in past summers at Wilderness Wind, serving in a
variety of  roles and capacities.  She will bring energy, vision, and strong leadership to our 2012 summer program
during this time of  transition.  Aubrey’s spouse, Clinton, will also be sharing his talents and skills this summer, in
the new position of  Hospitality Coordinator.  We are delighted to have both Aubrey and Clinton join the team.

At this time we would also like to announce the beginning of  our search for a new Executive Director.
Our expectation is that we will receive applications for this position throughout the summer months and to come
to a final decision on the next director sometime this fall.  Please help us spread the word about this position.
Inquiries about the position, including submission of resumes, can be addressed to Steve Mullet, Board President,
at the following email address:   boardpresident@wildernesswind.org

We welcome your continued prayers and support during these coming months, and we invite you also to
hold Kathy in those same prayers, as her journey shifts in a new direction.

It is my great privilege and bittersweet task to write these farewell words about and to Kathy Landis on
behalf  of  the Wilderness Wind Board of  Directors. This summer, Kathy passes on the mantle (or should I say
canoe yoke) as she finishes 13 years as Executive Director. I imagine for Kathy it has been a long, beautiful, and
arduous portage. At the end of  this portage, we trust that Kathy holds a sense of  accomplishment about the
health and stability of  the camp, of  confidence about skills developed and honed, of  gratitude for the many lives
touched, and some general pride (with Mennonite humility, of  course) for a job well done.  As Kathy begins a new
phase in her own life’s journey, we offer our deep gratitude and sincere thanks for the passion, love, guidance, and
leadership that she has provided the camp.

Kathy has been connected to Wilderness Wind for half of her life. As a participant on one of our earliest
canoe trips, she fell in love with the Boundary Waters. She joined the staff  soon after and not long after that
became the Executive Director. It might not have been the career she dreamed of  but it captured her imagination
and passion and took her on an adventure that, I believe, has shaped who she is today.

Kathy embodies a deep passion for the earth and a grounded spirituality that has served to promote the
vision of Wilderness Wind. She has the unique ability of providing gentle guidance while expecting hard work and
dedication. She inspired many staff  people to bring their best to the mission of  the camp. Kathy’s leadership
brought the camp to a solid place and we appreciate the hard work and commitment and sacrifices she made to
make it so.

Like any portage, there are rocky sections which are difficult to navigate. Wilderness Wind has had its
challenges over the years and Kathy’s tenacity and dedication has served us all very well. So as Kathy gently sets
her canoe down at the end of a long portage and looks out over the next lake, the Wilderness Wind Board offers
this blessing to her:  May God’s face shine upon you, may the wind be ever at your back, may you have exciting
adventures ahead, and if you find yourself lost, get out your compass and map and check it again, and know that
you are and always will be held in love and high esteem. Blessings!

- Paula Northwood, Board Member
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2012 Wish List:

New Storage Building Construction

Anyone who has been at base camp knows that many buildings are multi-use, the garage being no
exception.   At the end of  each season the garage transitions from workshop to storage facility. Each canoe, van
and piece of  camping equipment is tucked into every nook and cranny in a painstaking puzzle. To care for these
challenges and provide much needed storage space, a new log cabin style facility will be built using reclaimed logs.

Last fall, Kathy began gathering local and reclaimed materials for this much needed building.  Due to
contractor scheduling, construction was delayed until this spring and summer.  If  all goes well, the new building
may in fact be done prior to Kathy’s departure in early summer.  The reclaimed logs will be reassembled and a new
roof put on.  Successful completion of this project will be a significant achievement, our most important building
in quite some time, highly anticipated.

If you would like to honor Kathy and her gift of 13 years of visionary leadership to Wilderness Wind,
please consider making a donation to help complete this critical project.  We truly need your support to make this
a reality, and the timing of  it all seems quite fitting.

There is still room in the summer schedule for both canoe trips and lakeside cabin and yurt guests.
The staff would love to help you plan your stay in the northwoods of Minnesota. If you would like to be added to
the schedule or you simply have questions, call 316-217-1129 or 218-365-5873. And don't forget Wilderness Wind
welcomes any size and type of  group.

What groups go on Wilderness Wind trips and stay at the lakeside yurt and cabins?
- All faith traditions - Youth Groups - Men’s Groups
- Community groups - Women’s groups - At-risk Youth
- Multigenerational groups - College Friends - Families
- Sunday School classes - Parents and Children - Small Groups

2012 Scheduled Events
Creator’s Retreat: September 20th - 23rd, 2012
Come quilters, come knitters, come lovers of color and creation. It is fall in the North Country! It is a beautiful time
to share projects, laughter, and ideas.Visit the Programmed Retreats page of  our website for details.

The Annual Paddle-a-thon: August 4th-5th, 2012
Be a paddler, recruit a paddler, join the on site support team and/or give financially to further Wilderness Wind's
mission. There are many other ways you can be involved in this event - your creativity is the limit.

It's never too late to journey north...

•    Books for library ( about 100 books from our
     current library are Kathy's - thus they need
     replacing). We have a list.
•    Life-jackets for Lakeside guests
•    Sing the Story and Sing the Journey hymnals
•    Keyboard
•    Projector to show photos after each trip
•    Composting toilet
•    Computer – preference for laptop
•    Monitor – flat screen

Without the soaring birds, without
the great forests, the free-flowing

streams, the sight of the clouds by
day, and the stars by night, we

become impoverished in all
that makes us human.

-Thomas Berry
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If you would like to receive newsletters and annual reports from Wilderness Wind via email please call 218-365-
5873 or visit our website: www.wildernesswind.org and we'll make sure you only receive these via email.
Thank you for helping us lessen our impact on this Earth that sustains us.

Email or hardcopy?

Wilderness Wind is a nonprofit corporation that has a 20-acre base camp and 3.5 acres of  Lakeside
property located close to Ely, Minnesota. Wilderness Wind is a member of  Mennonite Camping

Association and the Central Plains Mennonite Conference.

2945 Hwy 169
Ely, Minnesota 55731
(218) 365-5873
WildernessWind.org

Don't see the 2012 staff ?
Don't worry,  the photos and biographies of  the year-round and

summer staff  are now on the blog.
Visit http://wildernesswind.wordpress.com to find out who will

be serving the Wilderness Wind community this season, to catch glimpses
into the summer, and to keep informed about upcoming events. Expect
stories and pictures of  beauty, celebration, and transformational learning. We
can even send you email notices when a new post is added. Thank you for
your continued interest and investment in Wilderness Wind.

Inspiring journeys,
    enriching connections
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Wilderness Wind nurtures our relationships to God and creation through
wilderness living that promotes spirituality, cooperation and

environmental sustainability.

Wilderness Wind


